Abstract. The giant deep-sea lobster genus Acanthacaris Bate, 1888 is reported for the first time from Taiwan. The single specimen with a total length of 36 cm was collected near a cold seep off southwestern Taiwan at about 1300 m deep and identified as A. tenuimana Bate, 1888.
Introduction
The giant deep-sea lobster of the genus Acanthacaris Bate, 1888 can reach 40 cm in total length and about 21 cm carapace length (Holthuis 1991). At present only two species are recognized in this genus (Chan 2010) with discrete distribution in the western Atlantic (i.e., A caeca A. Milne Edwards, 1881) or in the Indo-West Pacific (i.e., A. tenuimana Bate, 1888). Both species are uncommon and four different names had been proposed for the Indo-West Pacific species (see Holthuis 1991). The Indo-West Pacific species has been reported from several disjunctive localities including the East and South China Seas (Bruce 1974; Tung et al. 1985 Tung et al. , 1988 Watabe & Miyake, 2000) , but not in Taiwan. The present work report the finding of a very large lobster belonging to Acanthacaris, caught in a recent trawl survey near a deep-sea cold seep off southwestern Taiwan. This is the first record for this genus in the island and the specimen was deposited in the National Taiwan Ocean University, Keelung (NTOU). Carapace length (cl) and total length are measured dorsally from the posteriormost part of the orbital margin to the posterior margin of carapace and telson, repectively.
Systematic account Family Nephropidae Dana, 1852
Genus Acanthacaris Bate, 1888 Acanthacaris tenuimana Bate, 1888 (Figs. 1, 2) 
